
HERMISTON CITY COUNCIL
Regular Meeting January 11, 2021 

[Council President Hardin called the regular meeting to order at 7:02pm. Present were Councilors 
Peterson, Primmer, Davis, Myers, Barron, Spicerkuhn, and Duron. In attendance were Municipal Court 
Judge Creasing, and City staff to include: Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, Chief Edmiston, Finance 
Director Mark Krawczyk, Planning Director Clint Spencer, and City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong.  The 
meeting was streamed live on YouTube. The pledge of allegiance was given.  

Council President Hardin stated the agenda would be amended to hear Hermiston School District updates. 

Presentation- Hermiston School District Updates 
Athletics & Activities Director Larry Usher gave Hermiston School District (HSD) updates to include: the 
164 safety guidelines that must be met for children to return to limited in-person instruction, the HSD will 
be announcing their return to school plan later this month, recent parent survey, athletics, and the bond 
project moving forward with elementary school bids. 

There were questions regarding seniors, college scholarship and admission concerns that were addressed 
by Mr. Usher.  

Council President Hardin informed and reminded the audience that the HSD presentation, discussion and 
questions were intended for the Council, however they would have an opportunity to speak during Citizen 
input.  

Recognition- Mark Rose, Library Director- Umatilla County Special Library District 
Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan gave recognition information from the Umatilla County Special 
Library District regarding the work Library Director Mark Rose has implemented at the Hermiston Public 
Library. 

The Council thanked Mr. Rose and Library staff for their efforts. 

Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 
Steve Warr, Monica Todd, Allen Aichele, and Marilee Cottrell thanked the City for community grants that 
have helped local businesses and stated they understand that the community does not see how the City 
is working behind the scenes, but the City needs to inform the community what is being done to “open 
Hermiston back up”. They expressed frustration with the City for not doing more to support local 
businesses and suggested that the City follow what other states and communities are doing by not 
following mandates and “Open Hermiston completely”. Some suggested that COVID is not as serious of 
an illness as it is being portrayed to be and they are tired of wearing masks as they do not work. They 
stated they appreciate the work elected officials do and do not want them to feel like they are being 
chastised, however they are frustrated and need the Council to help their community and answer their 
questions. (There was applause from the audience). 

Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan stated “Citizen Input” is an opportunity for the public to address the 
Council, it is not an engagement of back and forth communication, this is why we ask speakers to supply 
their address so we can contact them after the meeting.   
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Councilor Barron stated he is also tired of the pandemic, however the City cannot overrule state and 
federal mandates and asked that the community continue to follow these guidelines. 

Council President Hardin thanked citizens for attending the meeting and addressing the Council and stated 
the City and County are working diligently trying to open up as much as possible. 

Consent Agenda Items 
Councilor Primmer moved and Councilor Myers seconded to approve Consent Agenda items A-B to 
include:  

A. Replat- Hunsaker 4N2811CB TL 1500 - 235 NE 3rd St
B. Minutes of the December 14, 2020 City Council regular meeting

Motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearing: Annexation- Smith 4N2816 Tax Lot 1400- 1030 SW 17th St (Ord 2315) 
After hearing no declarations of conflict of interest from the Council, Planning Director Clint Spencer read 
the hearing guidelines and Council President Hardin opened the hearing at 7:40pm. 

Mr. Spencer presented information regarding the applicants Robert and Victoria Smith who would like to 
annex 1.38 acres of land located at 1030 SW 17th Street to connect to city services as detailed in the City 
Council agenda packet. 

There were no Proponents, Opponents or Neutral parties who wished to testify and the Hearing was 
closed at 7:42pm. 

After some discussion, Councilor Barron moved and Councilor Primmer seconded to approve the Findings 
of Fact as presented by Planning Director Spencer in the agenda packet. Motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearing: Comp Plan Amendment & Annexation -EO Development LLC 4N2802CD TL 500- 455 E 
Elm Ave (Ord 2316 & Ord 2317) 
After hearing no declarations of conflict of interest from the Council, Planning Director Clint Spencer read 
the hearing guidelines and Council President Hardin opened the hearing at 7:47pm. 

Mr. Spencer presented information regarding the applicant, Steve Richards, of Eastern Oregon 
Development LLC, who has submitted two applications for property located at 455 E Elm Ave.  The first is 
to amend the comprehensive plan map designation from Medium Density Residential to Commercial and 
amend the zoning designation from Multi-Family Residential to Neighborhood Commercial Overlay, and 
the second is to annex the property with the NCO zoning designation to develop a portion of the site into 
a mini-storage facility, similar to the one at 1330 W. Highland Ave and the remaining portion of the 
property would be reserved for additional commercial development as detailed in the City Council agenda 
packet. 

Proponents 
Applicant, Steve Richards, thanked the Planning Department for always being helpful, professional and 
courteous and asked that the Council consider approving the amendment and annexation to build a larger 
mini-storage facility similar to the one he built on W. Highland Ave as Mr. Spencer explained. 
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There were no Opponents or Neutral parties who wished to testify and the Hearing was closed at 7:56pm. 
 
After some discussion, Councilor Davis moved and Councilor Myers seconded to approve the Findings of 
Fact as presented by Planning Director Spencer in the agenda packet. Motion carried unanimously. 
Councilor Davis moved and Councilor Myers seconded to also impose conditions of approval as outlined 
in the agenda packet and explained by Mr. Spencer. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Council President Hardin asked School District Superintendent Dr. Trisha Mooney if she wanted to add 
any comments to the School District updates previously given by Mr. Usher as she had just joined the 
meeting. Dr. Mooney stated no, but asked if there were any questions the Council had of her. Hearing 
none, the Council President Hardin continued with the agenda. 
 
Ordinance No. 2315 Annexing 4N2816 Tax Lot 1400, 1.38 acres- 1030 SW 17th St 
Council President Hardin stated this ordinance was presented during the public hearing and requested 
that the first reading be by title only. Hearing no opposition, City Attorney Gary Luisi read the ordinance 
by title only. Council President Hardin requested that the ordinance be put on for final adoption at this 
meeting and that the second reading be by title only. After City Attorney Gary Luisi read the ordinance by 
title only for the second reading. Councilor Primmer moved and Councilor Spicerkuhn seconded that 
Ordinance 2315 be adopted and become effective 30-days after adoption by the City Council. 8 votes for; 
none against. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Ordinance No. 2316 Amending the Comprehensive Plan Map and Zoning Map for 4N2802CD TL 500, 
11.5 acres- 455 E Elm Ave 
Council President Hardin stated this ordinance was presented during the public hearing and requested 
that the first reading be by title only. Hearing no opposition, City Attorney Gary Luisi read the ordinance 
by title only. Council President Hardin requested that the ordinance be put on for final adoption at this 
meeting and that the second reading be by title only. After City Attorney Gary Luisi read the ordinance by 
title only for the second reading. Councilor Davis moved and Councilor Barron seconded that Ordinance 
2316 be adopted and become effective 30-days after adoption by the City Council. 8 votes for; none 
against. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Ordinance No. 2317 Annexing 4N2802CD TL 500, 11.5 acres- 455 E Elm Ave 
Council President Hardin stated this ordinance was presented during the public hearing and requested 
that the first reading be by title only. Hearing no opposition, City Attorney Gary Luisi read the ordinance 
by title only. Council President Hardin requested that the ordinance be put on for final adoption at this 
meeting and that the second reading be by title only. After City Attorney Gary Luisi read the ordinance by 
title only for the second reading. Councilor Duron moved and Councilor Primmer seconded that Ordinance 
2317 be adopted and become effective 30-days after adoption by the City Council. 8 votes for; none 
against. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Fiscal Year 2021 2nd Quarter Investment Report 
After presenting the Fiscal Year 2021 2nd Quarter Investment Report as reported in the agenda packet, 
Finance Director Mark Krawczyk asked that the Council consider continuing to allow the City another six 
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months of non-compliance, from the City’s Investment Policy, in the municipal bonds category to allow 
for continued growth that is being seen. 

Councilor Davis moved and Councilor Duron seconded to continue the municipal bonds category as-is for 
the next six months as suggested by Finance Director Krawczyk. Motion carried unanimously. Councilor 
Spicerkuhn moved and Councilor Davis seconded to accept the FY 2021 2nd Quarter Investment Report as 
presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

Goal Setting Report Update 
Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan gave an update to the 2020 City Council Goals and asked that the 
Council and public remember that the Goals were established in January 2020, prior to COVID-19, the City 
is continuing to work on all goals as established, to include:  

• Building a steering committee for long range visioning, engaging the community, and improving
City facilities;

• Fiscal Prudence, Finance Director continues to keep the City on track and informed, SDC consultant
has been hired to review these fees as the last time they were updated was in 1998;

• Housing, working with an investment group to stimulate housing with more information coming
this spring and the senior housing project neat the Recycled Water plant;

• Business growth, City continues to work on South Hermiston Industrial Park (SHIP);
• Transportation, revenue is down as this is funded through gas tax and many people aren’t driving

as much as the previously were; and
• Access to Justice, Municipal Court has obtained improved software and is continuing to work on

retaking A Misdemeanors.

There was some discussion regarding the continued effort from the City and Railroad to improve the 
Harper and Geer Road intersection. 

Elect Council President, Two-Year Term 
Councilor Myers moved and Councilor Davis seconded to nominate Councilor Primmer as Council 
President for the two-year term through 2022. Motion carried unanimously. 

Committee Reports 
Parks & Recreation Committee: Councilor Davis and Myers reported the Committee will meet this week 
after six months of not meeting due to COVID. 

Council President Report 
Council President Hardin encouraged the public to participate in the virtual Martin Luther King, Jr. Zoom 
Panel presented by the Hermiston Cultural Awareness Coalition on January 18, at 12:00pm.  

Council Reports 
Councilor Duron thanked the Police Department, Umatilla Electric Coop, and all those who came together 
to make the 53rd Year of Christmas Express a success, and expressed excitement in representing the 
Council in the various Committees she has been assigned. Councilor Duron also thanked previous 
councilors, including Mr. McCarthy, for all the work they did to continue to make Hermiston a great place. 
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Councilors Spicerkuhn, Peterson, and Barron thanked the public for attending the meeting and expressing 
their thoughts and stated they understand their frustration as they live in the community as well and 
asked that the community continue to pull together. 

Manager’s Report  
Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan spoke regarding: 

• The Economic Review Report (attached), and
• Encouraged the public to participate the in the HB 2001 and 2003 Updates and Virtual Open House

via the City’s website at: https://www.hermiston.or.us/bc-pc/page/hb-2001-and-hb-2003-
updates-virtual-open-house

Adjournment 
There was no other business and Council President Hardin adjourned the meeting at 8:41pm. 

SIGNED: 

Rodney Hardin, Council President 

ATTEST: 

Lilly Alarcon-Strong, CMC, City Recorder 
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