
HERMISTON CITY COUNCIL
Work Session January 11, 2021 

Council President Hardin called the work session meeting to order at 6:00pm. Present were Councilors 
Peterson, Barron, Davis, Spicerkuhn, Primmer, Duron, and Myers. Mayor Drotzmann was excused. Staff 
members in attendance were Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, City Attorney Gary Luisi, Chief Edmiston, 
Finance Director Mark Krawczyk, and City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong. 

Northeast Oregon Water Association (NOWA)- Regional Water Efforts 
NOWA Director, J.R. Cook, gave information (PowerPoint Presentation attached) regarding: Water history 
and timeline; limited and irreplaceable water resources; area agricultural terrain and how it supports our job 
creation, food growth and production; the CRUST Process/Project, continued committee turnovers and how 
that impacts the progress the committee makes; comparisons from the state of Washington vs the state of 
Oregon regarding water efforts, water from Basalt vs water from the Columbia River; regional plan that will 
benefit the area in many different aspects and the continued promises from NOWA that it intends to keep as 
long as NOVA continues to exist; water infrastructure projects to include previous, current and future 
projects; House Bill proposals; Water Sustainability Plan from NOWA, and the support from many diverse 
partners coming together to fix this water issue including support from the City, Congressman Cliff Bentz and 
Senator Jeff Merkley who have been great to work with.  

The Council asked Mr. Cook what the City and citizens could do to help in this endeavor. 

Mr. Cook implored all citizens to work together to sustain water as water is a mutual need for everyone and 
stated it’s important to know what our area needs are, the affordability to maintain water, understanding 
what we can afford, and how the Regional Water System works and what this provides for our region. 
Oregon Leadership, at the executive level, has been absent for a majority of meetings and more is needed, 
which is a big concern for NOWA, this is one of the reasons why NOWA and other organizations continue to 
work with the Yakima Nation and others, without Oregon leadership representation, to continue 
straightening partnerships and working on this water plan.    

After Mr. Cook answered other questions from the Council, there was no other discussion and Council 
President Hardin adjourned the work session at 6:55pm and stated the City Council would take a short break 
and convene the regular City Council meeting at 7:00pm. 
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