
HERMISTON CITY COUNCIL
Regular Meeting September 27, 2021 

Mayor Drotzmann called the regular meeting to order at 7:00pm. Present were Councilors Hardin, Peterson, 
Barron, Spicerkuhn, Davis, Duron, and Myers. Councilor Primmer was excused. Also in attendance was Judge 
Thomas Creasing, as well as City staff to include: City Manager Byron Smith, City Attorney Gary Luisi, Assistant 
City Manager Mark Morgan, Chief Edmiston, Finance Director Mark Krawczyk, Planning Director Clinton 
Spenser, Library Director Mark Rose (arrived at 7:08pm), and City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong. The meeting 
was streamed live on YouTube. The pledge of allegiance was given.  

Recognition- Retirement of City Attorney Gary Luisi 
Mayor Drotzmann presented City Attorney Gary Luisi with a plaque congratulating him on his retirement after 
22 years of service as the City Attorney and trusted legal advisor as the City grew 56% during his tenure 
(applause from the audience).  

City Attorney Luisi thanked the City and stated one of the best decisions he made was moving to Hermiston 
(applause from the audience). 

Proclamation- Soroptimist 100th Anniversary 
Mayor Drotzmann read the Soroptimist 100th Anniversary Proclamation aloud and congratulated the 
Soroptimists for their 100 years of service to the communities in which they serve. 

Presentation- Restaurant Assistance Program Partnership 
Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan gave information regarding the Restaurant Assistance Pilot Program 
partnership between the City and the Hermiston Chamber of Commerce that was originally presented in May. 
Allocation of $50,000 from the American Recovery Plan Act to help local businesses recover from economic 
impacts created from the COVID pandemic is being used to invest in the program to purchase $10.00 gift 
certificates to restaurants throughout the City and give them to constituents through utility bills, Library and 
Parks and Recreation programs, and by partnering with the Greater Hermiston Chamber of Commerce to 
distribute them as well. This pilot model is based similarly on the program recently created to promote an 
infusion of attendance and cash flow to the Hermiston Cinema and Desert Lanes Bowling Alley. 

Hermiston Chamber of Commerce Chair Kris Bennett stated the Board is very excited about the program and 
have been and will continue to promote and announce the giveaways in English and Spanish (advertisement 
attached) through their Facebook page and other outreach avenues. Mrs. Bennett stated all Hermiston 
restaurants were repeatedly invited to participate in the program, however, some choose not to participate.  

Councilors Barron and Duron mentioned there were errors in the Spanish translation that needed to be 
corrected. 

Mrs. Bennett stated the translation was completed by a certified translator through Representative Greg 
Smith’s office, but if they could indicate the specific issues and email them to her, she would get them 
corrected. 

Mayor Drotzmann thanked the Chamber for their partnership and work on this Program. 

Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 
None given. 
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Consent Agenda Items 
Public Comment 
Agustin Vega-Peters introduced himself as a possible Hispanic Advisory Committee member as proposed in 
item D. 

Mayor Drotzmann thanked Mr. Vega-Peters for introducing himself and wanting to be involved.  

Councilor Davis moved and Councilor Myers seconded to approve Consent Agenda items A-E, to include: 
A. Committee Vacancy Announcements
B. Confirmation to the Eastern Oregon Trade & Event Center Advisory Committee: Position #6,

representing the At-Large Community, Luke Swanson, remaining term from 09/28/2021 to 06/30/2022
C. Confirmation to the Eastern Oregon Trade & Event Center Advisory Committee: Position #7,

representing the At-Large Community, Weston Putman, term from 09/28/2021 to 06/30/2022
D. Recommendation to the Hispanic Advisory Committee: Position #3, Agustin Vega-Peters, remaining 3

year term from 10/12/2021 to 06/30/2024
E. Minutes of the September 13th work session and regular meeting

Motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor Drotzmann thanked the Council for approving the recommended appointments and encouraged the 
public to apply for other committee vacancies. 

Ordinance No. 2328- Updating Chapter 34 of the City Code Relating to System Development Charges 
City Manager Smith explained this Ordinance will update the System Development Charges process to conform 
with state law. This is part of the updating process the City has been completing the last two years. More 
updates will continue to be brought to the Council until all ordinances have been updated. 

After some discussion, Mayor Drotzmann requested that the first reading be by title only. Hearing no 
opposition, City Attorney Gary Luisi read the ordinance by title only. Mayor Drotzmann requested that the 
ordinance be put on for final adoption at this meeting and that the second reading be by title only. After City 
Attorney Gary Luisi read the ordinance by title only, Councilor Davis moved and Councilor Myers seconded 
that Ordinance No. 2328 be adopted and become effective 30-days after adoption by the City Council. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

August 2021 Financial Report 
Councilor Hardin moved and Councilor Myers seconded to accept the August Financial Report as presented by 
Finance Director Mark Krawczyk. Motion carried unanimously. 

Airport Ground Lease: K2 Aerial Application, LLC 
City Manager Byron Smith stated K2 Aerial Application, LLC has been operating from the Hermiston Airport for 
the last 6 years and would like to construct their own hangar on a ground lease. The ground lease is set at the 
standard rate all other current ground leases have and will be for a 20-year term with an option of 2 5-year 
extensions. 

After some discussion, Councilor Spicerkuhn stated he would like to see more money being charged for ground 
leases in the future. 
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Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan stated the established standard rates are comparable to airports in 
Oregon and Washington, with strong FFA oversight on what airports are allowed to charge.  

Councilor Davis moved and Councilor Duron seconded to approve the lease as approved by the Airport 
Advisory Committee. Motion carried unanimously. 

Committee Reports 
Hispanic Advisory Committee- Councilor Barron stated although no quorum was present, the Committee heard 
information regarding a new mobile home winterization program and made the decision to convert their 
October Committee meeting into a Latino Hermiston 2040 Focus Group. 

Library Board- Councilor Davis stated the Board received information regarding a recent new hire and reviewed 
the Library’s future architectural plans. 

Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Drotzmann spoke regarding his candidacy for LOC Treasurer. 

Council Reports 
Councilor Peterson spoke regarding Peterson’s involvement within the LOC Woman’s Caucus and application 
to be on the Board and be a strong voice for accessibility, inclusiveness, and diversity for Eastern Oregon.  

Mayor Drotzmann thanked Councilor Peterson for Peterson’s service to the City and State. 

Councilor Barron stated he attended the Hermiston School District Board meeting and promoted the 
Hermiston 2040 information. 

Mayor Drotzmann encouraged the public to participate at www.hermiston2040.com . 

Councilor Spicerkuhn asked that a public forum be organized with the City, County, Stepping Stones, and any 
other city and organization that will be involved in a homeless shelter stating there are a lot of questions and 
concerns that the community has that they would like addressed. 

Manager’s Report  
City Manager Smith spoke regarding: 

• New City Attorney Richard Tovey will start October 1st. His office is located on the upper level of the
Library

• Department head recruitments for Parks and Recreation Director and Court Manager. There is a good
pool of candidates that will be reviewed with the recruiter this week. After review, the candidates will
be narrowed down for the interview process with the Council and others to be asked to participate

• Invited everyone in the audience to partake in City Attorney Gary Luisi’s retirement cupcakes by Sugar
and Frost

Recess for Executive Session 
At 8:09pm Mayor Drotzmann announced the City Council of the City of Hermiston will now meet in Executive 
Session in the Conference Center Rotary Room for the purpose of discussing matters pertaining to negotiating 
real property transactions, discussing matters of litigation with City Attorney Gary Luisi, and pertaining to 
considering records that are exempt by law from public inspection. The Executive Session is held pursuant ORS 
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192.660 (2) (e) conduct deliberations with persons designated by the Council to negotiate real property 
transactions; 192.660 (2) (h) consult regarding the legal rights and duties of a public body with regard to current 
litigation or litigation likely to be filed; and ORS 192.660 (2) (f) to consider records that are exempt by law from 
public inspection. 

Representatives of the news media and designated staff shall be allowed to attend the executive session. All 
other members of the audience are excluded.  Representatives of the news media are specifically directed not 
to report on any of the deliberations during the executive session, except to state the general subject of the 
session as previously announced.  No final decision may be made in executive session.  At the end of the 
executive session, the council will return to open session which the audience may attend.  The executive 
session will last approximately 10 mins.  

Reconvene and Adjournment  
There was no other City business and Mayor Drotzmann reconvened and adjourned the City Council meeting 
at 8:56pm. 

SIGNED: 

Dr. David Drotzmann, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
_____ 

Lilly Alarcon-Strong, CMC, City Recorder 
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