
HERMISTON CITY COUNCIL 
Work Session  November 13, 2018 

 
Mayor Drotzmann called the work session meeting to order at 6:00pm. Present were Councilors Gutierrez, 
Hardin, Primmer, Smith, Myers, Barron, and Davis. Councilor Kirwan was absent. Staff members in 
attendance were City Manager Byron Smith, City Attorney Gary Luisi, Chief Edmiston, Clint Spencer, Mark 
Morgan, Mark Krawczyk, Roy Bicknell, Nate Rivera (arrived at 6:24pm), and Lilly Alarcon-Strong.  
 
Water System Mater Plan 
Anderson Perry Associates, Dave Wildman and Chas Hutchins, presented the Council with information 
regarding the Water System Master Plan (PowerPoint Presentation attached). Mr. Wildman stated the City is 
required by the State of Oregon to have a water system master plan. Besides having the plan, each city must 
review and submit for approve, to the state, a new plan every 20 years. The planning document must include 
water supply and storage and projecting growth rates, among other things.  
 
Mr. Wildman and Mr. Hutchins gave information regarding: 

• System overview 
• Monthly production of combined well sources monthly production 
• The amount of water each well is producing 
• Costs involved with pumping each well 
• Critical ground water area 
• Current and projected water capacity and water rights 
• Regional Water System- its usage and costs compared to the city’s well usage  

 
Nate Rivera arrived at 6:24pm 
 

• Improving pump stations throughout the city  
• Constructing a water treatment facility adjacent to the existing Recycled Water Treatment Plant 
• Development of a water management and conservation plan 
• Additional basalt and alluvial well capacity and the difference between each  
• Water storage improvement options and upgrades with other water systems  
• Distribution system and pressure zones and how power outages impact the water flow  
• Prioritization and estimated costs of water system capital improvements  

 
Mr. Wildman stated Anderson Perry will continue working on the draft plan and return to the Public 
Infrastructure Committee prior to submission and presentation of the final draft to the City Council. 
 
Mayor Drotzmann ended the work session at 6:56pm. The Councilors took a short recess before the regular 
City Council meeting convened at 7:00pm. 
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System Overview 

Figure 3-1 Existing Water Supply and Reservoir Locations  
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Figure 2-1 Design Criteria 
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Water Supply 

Annual Demand Trend 
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Water Supply 

Total Annual Well Production 
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Table 3-4 Source Capacity Evaluation  
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Water Supply 

Figure 3-1 Regional Water Supply Cost Curve 
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Water Supply 

Summary of RWS Capacities and Costs 
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Water Supply - Summary 

Summary of Water Supply Recommendations 

1. Water Conservation 
• Rate structure that encourages water demand efficiency 
• Education that emphasizes timing of water use (i.e., lawn irrigation in 

the evening or early morning) 
• City facility conservation 

2. Additional Basalt Well Capacity 
• Develop or obtain additional basalt well capacity with a target flow of 

approximately 2,000 gpm  
• Add a point of appropriation to existing basalt well water rights 

3A. Additional Alluvial Well Capacity 
• Develop or obtain additional alluvial well capacity with a target flow of 

at least 4,000 gpm (to match Well No. 5)  
• Maximize the City’s current alluvial well water right permit allowance 

(5,000 gpm) and provide redundant alluvial well 
• Consider applying for additional alluvial well water right 
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Water Supply - Summary 

Summary of Water Supply Recommendations 

3B. Regional Water System 
• Utilize the City’s existing water allocation of the Regional Water System when 

needed and pursue obtaining additional RWTP flow capacity up to 2,500 gpm 
• Revise water rates to recover additional costs associated with water 

purchased from the Regional Water System 

4. Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) 
• Pursue implementing ASR on the City’s basalt well sources 
• Potential sources of water to inject into basalt wells include Well No. 5, the 

Regional Water System, and Minnehaha Springs 
• This measure is recommended to mitigate declining water levels in the City’s 

basalt wells 

5. Minnehaha Springs  
• Perform additional investigations on the springs to further determine the 

viability and reliability of this water source 
• Discuss potential development needs associated with this source with 

regulatory authorities 
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Water Supply Recommendations 

Summary of Water Supply Recommendations 
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Water Storage Improvement Options 

Figure 4-4 Northeast Reservoir 

Page 13 of 23



Water Storage Improvement Options 

Figure 4-5 Southwest Reservoir 
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Water Storage Improvement Options - Summary 

Summary of Reservoir Recommendations 

1. Develop a new 1.0 million gallon (MG) 
standpipe water storage reservoir in the 
northeast area of the City 
• Requires modification of existing Alora Heights 

booster pump station and new transmission main 
piping 

• Improves system capacity to handle development 
expansion currently proposed for this area 

• Site developed for potential additional storage 
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Water Storage Improvement Options – Summary 

Summary of Reservoir Recommendations 

2. Develop a 2.0 MG storage reservoir as 
demands dictate ( approx. 3 to 10 years) 
in the southwest area of the City 
• Simplifies  booster pump operations and the maintenance 

of several different pressure zones on the southwest side 
of the City 

• Location allows a lower height reservoir (approximately 65 
feet tall) to be constructed 

• Allows the City flexibility to utilize water supply from the 
Regional Water System or a potential new groundwater 
well 

• Allows for potential future development of a second 
reservoir at the site 
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Distribution System 

Figure 5-1 Existing Pressure Zones 
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Distribution System 

Figure 5-3 Proposed Pressure Zones 
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Distribution System Improvements Map 
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Estimated Cost of Water System Capital 
Improvements  

Summary of Improvements Cost 
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Comments and/or Questions 
 

Dave Wildman, P.E. 
dwildman@andersonperry.com 
(541) 963-8309 
 
 
 

 

Water System Master Plan 
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